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Canned Foods Week Canvass Begun 
The canvass for contributions to the Canned Foods Week 
fund for 1926 was launched at an enthusiastic meeting of presi- 
dents and secretaries of state and sectional canners associations 
held at the Sherman Hotel in Chicago, April 2. The meeting 
was called by the Canned Foods Week Committee of the Na- 
tional Canners Association, and representatives of the canning 


industry from practically every section of the country were in 
attendance. 


The Canned Foods Week Committee has set $60,000 as the 
amount needed to finance a campaign equal to that of last year. 
The bulk of this fund will be secured through the cooperation 
of the state and sectional associations, which will make a com- 
plete and thorough canvass of the canners in their respective 
districts. Every canner in the country will be given an oppor- 
tunity to subscribe and do his share toward making the 1926 
campaign an outstanding success. 

Further plans for the campaign are dependent in large 
measure upon the results from the canvass now under way, and 
it was arranged that reports upon the contributions pledged will 
be made to the Canned Foods Week Committee by May 15, along 
with a statement of the approximate additional contributions 
that may be counted upon. 

Canners located in sections not having state or local asso- 
ciations will be solicited directly by the Canned Foods Week 
Committee and asked to send in their pledges by the same date. 

In the general discussion of plans for the coming campaign 
canners present emphasized pI points in particular—the ex- 
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cellent results obtained last year and the greater need existing 
this year for a Canned Foods Week that will help move produc- 
tion into consumption. Confidence was expressed that canners 
will realize the need of Canned Foods Week and will give it the 
financial support essential to its success. 


Those present at the meeting were: 


Elmer E. Chase, President, National Canners Association, San Jose, Calif. 

Royal F, Clark, Chairman, Canned Foods Week Committee, Beaver Dam, 
Wis. 

James A. Anderson, Canned Foods Week Committee, Morgan, Utah. 

Wade L. Street, T. A. Snider Preserve Co., Chicago, representing James 
Moore of the Canned Foods Week Committee. 

John P. Street, Secretary, Association of New York State’ Canners, Roches- 
ter, N. Y. 

Harry Imwold, Secretary, Baltimore Canned Goods Exchange, Baltimore, 
Md, 

J. R. Brown, President, Illinois Canners Association, Rochelle, Ill. 

Bert Powers, President, Indiana Canners Association, Gaston, Ind. 

Kenneth Rider, Secretary, Indiana Canners Association, Matthews, Ind. 

L. S. Argall, lowa-Nebraska Canners Association, Marshalltown, Iowa. 

Bruce White, Maine Canners Association, Brunswick, Me, 

M. C. Hutchinson, President, Michigan Canners Association, Fennville, 
Mich. 

W. P. Hartman, Secretary, Michigan Canners Association, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

C. D. Geidel, Secretary, Minnesota Canners Association, Le Sueur, Minn. 

8S. T. Brown, President, Missouri Valley Canners Association, Harrison, 
Ark. 

W. W. Wilder, President, National Kraut Packers Association, Clyde, Ohio. 

Roy Irons, Secretary, Ohio Canners Association and National Kraut Pack- 
ers Association, Clyde, Ohio. 

E. M. Burns, Secretary, Northwest Canners Association, Portland, Ore. 

Charles G. Summers, Jr., President, Pennsylvania Canners Association, 
New Freedom, Pa. 

W. M. Henry, Secretary, Southern California Canners Association, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

N. C. Sprague, Secretary, Southern California Fish Packers Association, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

J. G. M. Barnes, President, Utah Canners Association, Kaysville, Utah. 

H. L. Herrington, Utah Canners Association, Ogden, Utah. 

B. R. Ikenberry, President, Virginia Canners Association, Daleville, Va. 

John A. Lee, Secretary, Western Canners Association, Chicago, III, 

F, A. Stare, President, Wisconsin Canners Association, Columbus, Wis. 

W. E. Nicholoy, Secretary, Wisconsin Canners Association, Madison, Wis. 

L. R. Wing, President, National Food Brokers Association, Chicago, Ill. 

Paul Fishback, Secretary, National Food Brokers Association, Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. 
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Charles P. Guelf, President, Canning Machinery and Supplies Association, 
Cambridge, N. Y. 

R. W. McCreery, Marshall Canning Company, Marshalltown, Iowa. 

C, J. Walden, Royal Packing Company, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Fiber Container Specifications 


Definite steps to meet complaints concerning inadequate 
containers made to railroads by canned food distributors were 
taken by the special Container Committee of the National Can- 
ners Association at a meeting in Chicago on March 31, when the 
committee adopted a resolution recommending minimum re- 
quirements for fiber boxes to hold specified weights. The resolu- 
tion provides: 


“Where gross weight exceeds 35 pounds but does 
not exceed 50 pounds, Cady or Mullen test of boxes to 
be not less than 220 pounds per square inch; where 
gross weight exceeds 50 pounds but does not exceed 65 
pounds, Cady or Mullen test of boxes to be not less than 
250 pounds per square inch.” 


In purchasing boxes, it was recommended that canners re- 
quire that they meet or exceed these requirements, and that 
packages be so made as to hold the contents securely in place 
after the package has been properly sealed. 


It was further recommended that the distributors be 
promptly advised of the committee's action and that they be re- 
quested to incorporate in their purchase contracts a provision 
that boxes used in packing canned foods they purchase meet the 
tests specified. 


Canners representative of the industry in all parts of the 
country were present at the committee meeting, and following 
a general discussion of the subject, Mr. R. C. Fyfe, Chairman of 
the Western Classification Committee, presented his views. Mr. 
Fyfe expressed the belief that adoption of a recommendation to 
canners on minimum specifications, incorporation of these speci- 
fications in wholesalers’ purchase contracts, and cooperation be- . 
tween canners and the Classification Committees in the testing 
of boxes that may prove unsatisfactory would make it unneces- 
sary to write into the Classification Committees’ rules specifica- 
tions and regulations that would be difficult both to interpret 
and to enforce. He gave assurances that the Classification Com- 
mittees would cooperate in every way to carry out the recom- 
mendations of the Association's special committee and to back 
up the Association's efforts to get satisfactory containers. 
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The minimum specifications approved by the Container 
Committee represent what, in the committee's opinion, will en- 
sure adequate containers without imposing undue expense upon 
the packer. Should experience develop that changes are neces- 
sary or desirable, it was the sense of the Committee that the 
subject will again be brought up for consideration. 


In offering to assist the industry in getting satisfactory 
containers, Mr. Fyfe stated that if canners were doubtful 
whether the boxes they purchase comply with the specifications 
approved in the resolution, they may send samples of these boxes 
to the Classification Committees, which will test and return the 
samples with a statement of the results. The offices of the Classi- 
fication Committees at which such tests can be arranged are: 


Official Classification Committee, 143 Liberty Street, New 
York City. 

Southern Classification Committee, 101 Marietta Street, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Western Classification Committee, 404 Union Station, Chi- 


cago, Ill. 


The Container Committee set no date for its recommenda- 
tions to become effective, on the assumption that canners will 
themselves realize the desirability of immediate steps to meet 
the situation and to make unnecessary any further action by 
the Classification Committees. 


Those present at the meeting were: 


Royal F. Clark, Centra] Wisconsin Canneries, Beaver Dam, Wis., Chairman. 
O. M. Babcock, Libby, McNeill & Libby, Chicago, Ill. 

E. M. Burns, Northwest Canners Association, Portland, Ore. 

H. L. Cannon, H. P. Cannon & Son, Bridgeville, Del. 

E. E. Chase, Richmond-Chase Co., San Jose, Calif. 

Richard Dickinson, Dickinson & Co., Eureka, Ill. 

W. F. Ewing, Dickinson & Co., Eureka, Ill. 

C. D. Geidel, Minnesota Valley Canning Co., Le Sueur, Minn, 

Dan Gerber, Fremont Canning Co., Fremont, Mich. 

Merritt Greene, Marshall Canning Co., Marshalltown, Iowa. 

A. E. Hansen, Libby, McNeill & Libby, Chicago, Ill. 

W. M. Henry, Southern California Canners Association, Los Angeles, Calif. 
H. L. Herrington, Utah Canning Co., Ogden, Utah. 

Roy Nelson, Roy Nelson Canning Co., Crane, Mo. 

L. W. Quanstrom, Libby, McNeill & Libby, Chicago, III. 

W. R. Roach, W. R. Roach & Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 

J. J. Rogers, Fall Creek Canneries, Pendleton, Indiana. 

W. L. Street, T. A. Snider Preserve Co., Chicago, Ill. 
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N. C. Sprague, Southern California Fish Packers Association, Los Ange- 
les, Calif. 

C. J. Walden, Royal Packing Co., Los Angeles, Calif. 

Bruce H. White, H. C. Baxter & Bro., Brunswick, Me. 

W. W. Wilder, Clyde Kraut Co., Clyde, Ohio. 


Board of Directors to Meet May 20th 


' President Chase has announced that a meeting of the Board 
of Directors of the National Canners Association will be held 
at the Washington office of the Association on Thursday, May 
20, at 10 A. M. Because of the number and character of the 
subjects to be considered, the meeting will be an important one, 
and it is hoped that this early announcement of the date will 
enable all directors to arrange to be in attendance. 


Location Committee Meeting 


The Committee on Location of the 1927 Annual Convention 
of the National Canners Association and its allied industries 
held a meeting in Chicago on Thursday, April 1. There were 
present the three members of the Committee, E. E. Chase, Pres- 
ident of the National Canners Association, Charles P. Guelf, 
President of the Canning Machinery and Supplies Association, 
and Luman R. Wing, President of the National Food Brokers 
Association. 

Invitations from a large number of cities were considered; 
and it was tentatively agreed that a certain number of these in- 
vitations be further investigated by individual members of the 
Committee. No definite action beyond this was taken by the 
Committee. It is expected that this committee will hold another 
meeting within the near future. 


Canners Invited to National Wholesale Grocers Meeting 
The National Wholesale Grocers Association has extended 
a cordial invitation to canners to attend its twentieth annual 
meeting, which will be held in Rochester, New York, on June 21 
to 24. The National Association of Retail Grocers meets in the 
same city on the same dates, and there will be a number of en- 
tertainments in which the two associations will join. 


Don’t Drill Fertilizer with Peas 
Several Association members have reported serious injury 
to peas from fertilizer. This injury, caused by burning of the 
young plants, can be avoided if the fertilizer is applied before 
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pea seeding, and is harrowed in. The seedling pea plants are 
more sensitive to fertilizer injury than many other plants. It is 
extremely desirable, therefore, that the fertilizer be mixed some- 
what with the soil in order to prevent the young plant from 
coming in direct contact with it. 

Dr. Truog, of the University of Wisconsin, in a recent let- 
ter states: 

“From our experimental data, I conclude that it is very dan- 
gerous to apply any considerable amounts of soluble fertilizers 
in close contact with the seed. This fertilizer is probably best 
applied above the seed in much the same way as is the case with 
corn. What holds for corn undoubtedly holds for peas, with the 
exception that peas are probably even more sensitive than corn 
to the application of fertilizer in direct contact with the seed. 

“The moisture condition at the time of planting, and after, 
is of course a very important factor in this connection, and that 
explains why sometimes farmers seem to get by even when the 
fertilizer is applied in quite close contact with the seed. If the 
soil contains considerable amounts of moisture and the weather 
is cool, there is much less danger of injury. When heavy rains 
follow planting, the fertilizer is distributed to a considerable ex- 
tent by the downward and upward movement of the water.” 


Alaskan Salmon Products in 1925 


The total value of the salmon products of the Alaskan fish- 
eries in 1925 was $33,740,900, as compared with $34,793,504 in 
1924 according to the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries. Persons en- 
gaged in salmon canning during the year numbered 21,805; the 
investment in that branch of the industry totaled $53,543,544, 
and the year’s production amounted to 4,459,937 cases valued 
at $31,989,531. 


Community Tomato Plant Bed Work in Maryland 


County Agent H. B. Derrick, in a report published in the 
Extension Service News of the University of Maryland, states 
that the most valuable piece of extension work accomplished in 
Kent County during 1925 was with tomatoes, for which seven 
community plant beds were undertaken and successfully com- 
pleted. These beds furnished Kent County tomato growers with 
over 1,500,000 tomato plants. Reports from growers indicate 
that fields set with these plants yielded an average of 71‘, tons 
per acre as compared with the usual yield of 5! tons. 
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Cases per Ton of Peas and Snap Beans ee 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the United States 
Department of Agriculture has issued a statistical statement 
showing the number of cases per ton of green peas and snap 
beans for manufacture during the years 1918-1925. The figures 
for 1925, as given in this statement, follows: 


Cases per Ton 
States Green Snap States 
Peas Beans 
California 
Colorado 
Delaware 
Illinois ee Pennsylvania 
Indiana Utah 
Washington 
Maryland Wisconsin 
Michigan 


Dismisses Complaint on Can Rates 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has dismissed the 
complaint filed by a Kansas City manufacturer of tin cans at- 
tacking the rates on cans, iron, steel, tin and galvanized, from 
Kansas City to Ft. Smith, Wichita and Sioux City. The Com- 
mission finds existing rates not unreasonable or otherwise un- 
lawful. 

Western Yellow Tomato Blight 


The Pacific Rural Press for March 20 contains an article 
on the “Menace of Western Yellow Tomato Blight” by Michael 
Shapovalov and F. S. Beecher of the Bureau of Plant Industry 
of the United States Department of Agriculture, Riverside, Cal- 
ifornia, presenting a clear statement of the problem in a popu- 
lar way. The article will be of particular interest to growers 
and canners, and should prove of benefit in protecting the in- 
dustry from exploiters of mysterious remedies offered to the 
public to cure the blight. 


Nutrient Requirements of the Strawberry 


The Agricultural Experiment Station of Michigan State 
College has issued as Technical Bulletin No. 70, a pamphlet by 
R. E. Loree entitled “The Nutrient Requirements of the Straw- 
berry.” Copies of the pamphlet can be obtained by addressing 
the Experiment Station at East Lansing, Michigan. 


Cases per Ton 

Green Snap 

Peas Beans 

97 

100 

91 

95 

89 

108 

91 

82 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Tentative Report on Rates on Berries 


In a tentative report proposed by Examiner Carter for ap- 
proval by the Interstate Commerce Commission, the rates 
charged on fresh berries preserved in sugar, in barrels, in car- 
loads, since February 3, 1922, from Seattle and Tacoma, Wash- 
ington, Portland, East Portland, Salem and Eugene, Oregon, to 
Los Angeles, California, are found applicable but unreasonable, 
and reasonable rates are prescribed for the future and repara- 
tion awarded. The examiner recommends that the Commission 
find the rates for the future unreasonable to the extent they ex- 
ceeded or exceed 80 cents from Portland, East Portland, Salem 
and Eugene, $1.045 from Seattle prior to July 1, 1922, and 94 
cents from Seattle and Tacoma, minimum weight 43,000 pounds, 
after July 1, 1922. 


Freight Loadings 


For the week ended March 27 revenue freight loadings 
totaled 967,838 cars, an increase of 35,069 cars over the same 
week last year and an increase of 60,449 cars over the same 
week two years ago. Compared with the preceding week this 
year, however, the total for the week of March 27 was a de- 
crease of 9,371 cars. 

Loadings from January 1 to March 27, inclusive, totaled 
11,985,598 cars, which was an increase of 203,189 cars over the 
corresponding period last year and an increase of 397,587 cars 
over the corresponding period in 1924. It also was a substan- 
tial increase over the corresponding periods in 1920, 1921, 1922 
and 1923. 

Circular on Cold Frames 

The Maryland Extension Service has issued a circular giv- 
ing directions for the construction of a cloth-covered cold frame, 
with information on selection of a location for it, and instruc- 
tions for sowing the seed and management. Copies of the cir- 
cular may be obtained by writing to the Director of the Service 
at College Park, Maryland. 


Army in Market for Canned Foods 
The War Department will open bids May 3, for various 
canned foods to be delivered at Ft. Mason, San Francisco, on or 
about June 20. Copies of the schedule (26-71-Subs.) on which 
to submit bids may be obtained from the Quartermaster Supply 
Officer at Ft. Mason, the Quartermaster Depot at Seattle, and 
the Quartermaster at Portland, Oregon. 
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